
Self-Determination Advisory Committee (SDAC) Meeting Agenda
May 4, 2026

5:00 PM to 7:00PM

Teleconference via Zoom Webinar

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82033422256?pwd=TaKCp5feF6i0rO4CrbkaP7VwypGRnq.1
Passcode: 815825

Or Telephone:
Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):

Webinar ID: 820 3342 2256
Passcode: 815825

International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcgjHqNuJ
Pursuant to Government Code Sections 11123.1 and 11125(f), individuals with disabilities who

require accessible alternatives formats of the agenda and related meeting materials and/or
auxiliary aids/services to participate in the meeting should contact Isis Rasmussen at

(661) 873-4575 or email at isis.rasmussen@kernrc.org

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F82033422256%3Fpwd%3DTaKCp5feF6i0rO4CrbkaP7VwypGRnq.1&data=05%7C02%7CVirginia.Espino%40kernrc.org%7C4f8fa7ea400443c87c2f08de3c3a177d%7Cbcbe0f59ba824355b9752c5964c9344b%7C0%7C0%7C639014417647465441%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Pee13%2BpAd3u3L%2Fpxnx5XUH3urkWocjBS42tHLB8oY7M%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fu%2FkcgjHqNuJ&data=05%7C02%7CVirginia.Espino%40kernrc.org%7C4f8fa7ea400443c87c2f08de3c3a177d%7Cbcbe0f59ba824355b9752c5964c9344b%7C0%7C0%7C639014417647490788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lEtzZ7JVDXNL%2F4bW6R%2FjZt716k4aYD1Jip3CK0jGVSQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:isis.rasmussen@kernrc.org


AGENDA

1) Call to Order

2) Establish of Quorum

A. A quorum is defined as more than half of the committee members being present,

which is required for any official votes to take place. For this committee, at least

four members must be present to conduct a vote. However, if a quorum is not met,

the committee may still convene to discuss topics and engage in problem solving

activities without voting on any matter.

B. There are Six members of this committee

a. Sandra Van Scotter, chair (SCDD appointee)

b. Rick Wood, co-chair (SCDD appointee)

c. Erica Clark (OCRA representative, required by statute),

d. Norma Tuiasosopo (Family Resource Center representative- Exceptional

Families Center, required by statute)

e. Lorie Stewart (SCDD appointee)

f. Kelly Kulzer-Reyes (KRC Appointee)

C. If you are interested in serving, please contact KRC’s Enrique Roman,

Enrique.Roman@kernrc.org

3) Additional Items: Discussion items can be added. Items added here cannot be voted on

today. You can also mention things you would like to focus on at a future meeting.

4) Public Comment: Comments about items not on the agenda are welcome! If your

concern/topic is on the agenda, please join the discussion and add your thoughts there,

too.

mailto:Enrique.Roman@kernrc.org


5) Approval of SDLVAC Minutes Action

A. March 2, 20206 (Attachment 1)

B. April 6, 2026 (Attachment 3)

6) Status of SDP (Wood/ Van Scotter) Discussion

A. Updates on SDP at KRC and statewide

a. Celebrations (all)

b. Obstacles (all)

c. Directives (Wood/ Van Scotter)

d. Statewide Committee updates (Wood/ Van Scotter)

7) KRC Updates Discussion
A. Self-Determination Program (SDP) Enrollment

B. SDP updates on process and procedures on the website

C. General Updates on the Self-Determination Program

D. Monthly report on the awardees of the SDP Implementation

a. Ally’s Comprehensive Services

b. Community Integration Specialist

c. RISE Services

E. Discussion of possible topics for 2026 RFP

8) Topics for Next Meeting Discussion

D. Members of the public – suggestions welcome

Upcoming meeting 2026 SDLVAC meeting schedule:

June 1, 2026 July 6, 2026 August 3, 2026 August 31, 2026

October 5, 2026 November 2, 2026 December 7, 2026

9) Adjournment Action



Attachment 1

Attachment 1



6 | P a g e  
 

Self -Determination Advisory Committee (SDAC) Meeting Minutes  

Monday, March 2, 2026 

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:06 PM. 

2. Quorum Established: A quorum was confirmed. 

A. Members in attendance: Sandra Van Scotter (Chair), Norma Tuiasosopo, Kelly  

Kulzer-Reyes, Rick Wood (Vice-Chair) 

B. Absentee: Erica Clark, Lorie Stewart 

3. Additional Items: None 

4. Public Comment: 

A. Chair Sandra Van Scotter raised an inquiry about Yolanda Cruz’s replacement at 

Sequioa Regional Office, then shared that the new person filling the position will 

be Nicholas Lutton. Two open house events to meet Nicholas will take place. The 

first is in person on March 11th from 1 to 3, the second will be virtual on March 

12th from 530pm to 7:30pm. Sandra confirmed that all other members have 

received an email with the flyer to meet Nicholas. 

B. Member Kelly Kulzer-Reyes shared that Taft College’s self-determination 

program, non-credit certificates have both been approved by the Chancellor’s 

office and will be on the schedule for fall. There is now a free resource to train 

people to do independent facilitation and person-centered planning geared toward 

the self-determination program. Anyone who would like to take the course can 

take the course. 

C. Jeannette Castro community liaison with PPL shared that they are currently  

accepting new enrollments. Currently there is no waitlist and can work with a  

wide range of budgets also offering the sole employer and bill payer models. 

5. Approval of Minutes for the following months:  

A. February 2026 (attachment 1). Motioned by member Kelly Kulzer-Reyes, 

seconded by Vice-Chair Rick Wood. 

6. Status of SDP (Wood/Van Scotter) 

A. Updates on SDP at KRC and Statewide 

a. Celebrations 
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1. Member Kelly Kulzer-Reyes had a great experience doing the 

Kern Regional Center person-centered thinking training. She had 

positive feedback about the training content and atmosphere for the 

training. Co-Chair Sandra Van Scotter also confirmed this was a 

positive experience a few years ago and would like to participate 

again in the future. Member Norma Tuiasosopo later mentioned 

the importance of attending future training because content 

changes over time. 

2.  Vice-Chair Rick Wood shared that Inland Regional Center has 

been underperforming based on recent assessments but are seeing 

positive progress in the Self Determination Program.  

3. Attendee Cindy Cox shared that she is happy with recent progress 

with the regional center and had 5 renewals, all signed sealed and 

delivered in a timely manner. She stated how convenient this was 

for herself and her clients. She gave a kudos to KRC staff for 

recent progress. 

4. Chair Sandra van Scotter shared that she has had a few participants 

approach transitions in a positive mindset and that they felt 

empowered during the process. 

b. Obstacles 

1. Member Kelly Kulzer-Reyes shared that people served by Mainsil 

and GT have received notes about remote services no longer being 

allowed if the provider is out of state. She stated that this could 

cause an issue for those receiving care in outlying areas. She stated 

that vendors are working around this by obtaining California 

addresses.  

2.  Vice-Chair Rick Wood stated that a letter stated that hearings on 

trailer bill language will not occur until late April and May and that 

a letter from the committee to members of the legislature and staff 

should be drafted with suggestions on the implementation of funds. 

Rick believes a letter approved by the entire committee should go 



 

to the legislature as drafted. Member Kelly Kulzer-Reyes stated 

that she created a draft letter with AI. She shared the letter with the 

committee on her screen. The committee reviewed the letter and 

Vice-Chair Rick Wood commented that his credentials are not 

pertinent to the subject matter of the letter. A discussion ensued on 

the contents of the letter. Vice-Chair Rick Wood suggested that he, 

Member Kelly Kulzer-Reyes, and Member Norma Tuiasosopo 

move forward with amendments to the letter.  

3. Vice-Chair Rick Wood shared his experiences at meetings to send 

a report to the legislators at the federal government on how the 

self-determination program changes people’s lives.  

4. Attendee Isis Rasmussen from Kern Regional center commented 

on the process for service access and equity grant procedures as it 

pertains to the self-determination program. 

5. Member Kelly Kulzer-Reyes asked that all attendees submit any 

comments or feedback on the letter being submitted to legislators 

by March 8th.  

a. Chair Sandra Van Scotter made a motion for suggested 

edits to the letter to be submitted by March 8th then send 

the resolution letter as discussed without bringing the letter 

back to a vote. Vice-Chair Rick Wood seconded the 

motion. No concerns were voiced on the motion.  

c.  Directives (Wood/Van Scotter) 

1. There have been 22 directives since the last meeting  

2. The funds directive requires that $81,535 be implemented by 

March 2028. The direction is open ended and open for 

collaboration. 

d. Statewide Committee updates (Wood/Van Scotter) 

1. SDAC Townhall meeting will be either April 5, 6, or 7.  

2. Rick Wood’s Term as Co-Chair ends in April and he suggested 

that the next election take place at the May meeting. 



 

7. KRC Updates 

A. Self Determination Program (SDP) Enrollment 

a.  As of February 2026, enrollment is as follows; 876 LMS orientation 

enrolled, 466 LMS completed in English, 115 LMS completed in Spanish, 

nine LMS completed in English (ASL), one LMS completed in Korean, 

with a total of 351 enrolled in SDP. 

B. SDP updates on process and procedures on the website 

a.  No updates, but an update is expected at April meeting. 

C. General Updates on the Self-Determination Program 

a. The data on SDP budget approvals turnaround time was presented 

b. Chair Sandra Van Scotter stated that the workflow is set up to fail and 

asked how the workflow can be adjusted to accommodate realizing that an 

extension is necessary. 

c. Yesenia Mackie and Julio Romero acknowledged room for improvement 

and their commitment to make positive changes. 

d. Member Kelly Kulzer-Reyes started KRC is doing a good job knowing 

about extensions but should more clearly lay out guidelines to encourage 

continuity of care. 

D. Monthly report on the awardees of the SDP Implementation 

a.  Ally’s Comprehensive Services - $29,718.75 

b. Community Integration Specialist - $15,043.75 

c.  RISE Services - $7,365.73 

8. Topics for Next Meeting  

A. Members of the public- suggestions welcome 

a. Assistance with streamlining the process for signing up vendors 

Upcoming Meeting 2026 SDLVAC meeting schedule:  

April 6, 2026  May 4, 2026  June 1, 2026 July 6, 2026  

August 3, 2026  August 21, 2026  October 5, 2026  November 2, 2026  

December 7, 2026     

9. Meeting adjourned at 7:08 PM 
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Self -Determination Advisory Committee (SDAC) Meeting Minutes
Monday, April 4, 2026

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:06 pm.

2. Quorum Established: A quorum was confirmed.

A. Members in attendance: Sandra Van Scotter (Chair), Kelly Kulzer-Reyes, Norma

Tuiasosopo, Erica Clark, Lorie Stewart 

B. Absentee: Rick Wood (Vice-Chair)

3. Additional Items:

A. Introduction of Nick Lutton, State Council of Developmental Disabilities

4. Public Comment:

A. Member Kelly Kulzer-Reyes provided an update on Taft College non-credit

certificates. She will be sharing program information with Kern Regional Center 

Director Enrique Roman.

5. Approval of Minutes for the following months:

A. March 2026 (attachment 1). Member Kelly Kulzer-Reyes would like to make

edits to the minutes before approving them. Co-Chair Sandra Van Scotter agreed 

to re-review approval for the March minutes next month.

6. Status of SDP (Wood/Van Scotter)

A. Updates on SDP at KRC and Statewide

a. Celebrations

1. Enrique Roman from Kern Regional Center shared that there have

been ongoing conversations between KRC and the IF community 

about timeliness and processing of budgets and spending plans.

2. Co-Chair Sandra Van Scotter stated that she acknowledges these

efforts and how frequent directives can create challenges.

3. Member Kelly Kulzer-Reyes asked if most of the things Enrique

has been reviewing are for renewals or individuals new to SDP. Is 

there a trend or way that LVAC can assist KRC? Enrique Roman 

stated that it is across the board, but the vast majority are rollovers. 

On the other hand, KRC went through the HCBS Audit and did not



perform well on the SDP-specific audit. He stated that everything

must be memorialized in an IPP, and KRC was not doing that.

4. Member Kelly Kulzer-Reyes asked if, IF could help with HCBS on

the spending plan. Can additional training support steps in the

process?

5. Enrique Roman stated procedures were sent on 4/6/26 to staff.

Memorializing everything in the IPP occurs after the spending plan

is completed, because the spending plan dictates the amount of

service, who will provide it, and the service dates.

6. Nick Lutton from State Council on Developmental Disabilities

stated on April 1st, the new self-determination website came out

and can be located at https://scdd.ca.gov/sdp-orientation/. Self-

Determination Training from SCDD and DDS has been extended

to two days, and both modules are separate now.

7. Nick Lutton stated that there are additional language supports, the

program is new, and they are still working out how to overcome

barriers for training.

8. Yesenia Mackie shared that KRC has notified service coordination

and leadership about the updates to orientation. The Self

Determination Program flyer and website are being updated. KRC

is planning outreach to individuals who need to finish the SDP

orientation.

b.Obstacles

c. Directives (Wood/Van Scotter)

1. Co-Chair Sandra Van Scotter stated that there were 23 other new

directives from DDS since the last meeting. Sandra asked if the

Coordinator Career Pathways pilot was closed

2. Co-Chair Sandra Van Scotter stated that there was a clarification of

a directive from September 15, 2025, for job services.

https://scdd.ca.gov/sdp-orientation/


3. Enrique Roman stated that the directive was also more flexible for

providers, as it also allows work authorized on behalf of the

individual.

d. Statewide Committee updates (Wood/Van Scotter)

1. Co-Chair Sandra Van Scotter asked when the next statewide SDP

advisory committee meeting will be.

2. Nick Lutton stated that the membership committee meeting will

meet on April 1, 2026 to discuss the new governor appointee.

7. KRC Updates

A. Self Determination Program (SDP) Enrollment

a.As of March 2026, enrollment is as follows: 896 LMS orientation

enrolled, 472 LMS completed in English, 119 LMS completed in Spanish,

10 LMS completed in ASL, 1 LMS completed in Korean, with a total of

355 enrolled in SDP.

b.Member Kelly Kulzer-Reyes asked why there has only been an increase of

4 individuals. Enrique Roman stated that procedures is being reviewed

internally to identify barriers.

c.Co-Chair Sandra Van Scotter stated that progress is acceptable, but she is

concerned about the lack of growth due to paralysis in decision-making.

d.Member Kelly Kulzer-Reyes stressed that individuals need input in their

own lives.

B. SDP updates on process and procedures on the KRC website

a.Member Kelly Kulzer-Reyes asked about the process of creating the page.

Yesenia Mackie stated they went through the process step by step as a

team to create processes and procedures, and are open to feedback for

corrections.

b.The group agreed that the committee would send proposed revisions by

April 20th, and the revisions would be prepared by KRC by the May 4th,

2026, committee meeting.

C. General Updates on the Self-Determination Program



a.Member Lorie Stewart wanted to reiterate that continuity is important, she

shared she has had more changes in Service Coordinators than they would

prefer. She would like consumers to have the option to choose when not to

receive a new Service Coordinator. Enrique Roman stated that KRC has

instituted internal controls to prevent movement of cases changes in

Service Coordinators.

b.KRC employee Isis Rasmussen stated that feedback at outreach events has

been more positive lately regarding service coordination.

c.Co-Chair Sandra Van Scotter stated that the Bishop POS meeting went

well. She attended and inquired about attendance at other sites.

d.KRC employee Isis Rasmussen stated that Bishop attendance increased by

82.67%. She also stated that there was attendance at all the meetings in all

6 locations.

e.Attendee Cindy Cox stated that the POS meetings were positive, she

connected with Inyo County’s First 5 and they are not aware of what KRC

does. She stated that they refer individuals to KRC and never hear an

outcome.

D. Monthly report on the awardees of the SDP Implementation

a. Ally’s Comprehensive Services

1. Katie Ramirez stated that they concluded project efforts as of

March 30, 2026. They conducted a total of 16 training sessions,

evenly split between English and Spanish. They had 50 attendees

throughout the training, coached a total of 26 individuals, and

supported 30 individuals in completing live orientations.

2. Co-Chair Sandra Van Scotter asked what improvements or changes

could improve the program. Katie Ramirez stated that live outreach

and community involvement are most helpful..

b. Community Integration Specialist

1. Cindy Cox stated that they were able to transition 21 individuals in

Ridgecrest, Inyo, and Mono counties. She stated that she has 15

clients who can roll over in the next month or two.



2. Co-Chair Sandra Van Scotter asked what improvements or changes

could improve the program. Cindy Cox stated that they are already

addressing timeline issues and that anytime KRC leadership is in

Inyo/Mono, they meet with the public if possible.

c. RISE Services

1. Tamerla Prince stated that delays in the program caused her to lose

staff potentially, and that she is interested in person-centered

games, but they are at a standstill.

2. Tamerla Prince stated that resolving the delay in funding would be

an improvement in the program.

8. Topics for Next Meeting

A. Members of the public- Suggestions welcome

a.Topics to be submitted before next agenda is published

Upcoming Meeting 2026 SDLVAC meeting schedule:

May 4, 2026 June 1, 2026 July 6, 2026 August 3, 2026

August 31, 2026 October 5, 2026 November 2, 2026 December 7, 2026

9. Meeting adjourned at 7:01pm.


